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Amphibians 
Amphibians: Nature's Marvels 

     Amphibians are incredible creatures that lead dual lives, changing between water and land 
environments. This diverse group includes frogs, toads, and salamanders, each boasting 
unique characteristics that make them fascinating subjects for scientific exploration. 

Frogs: Hopping Wonders 

     Frogs, with their vibrant colors and unique croaks, are 
among the most recognizable amphibians. These remarkable 
jumpers have strong hind legs adapted for leaping great     
distances. Frogs also have smooth, moist skin that allows them 
to breathe through their skin, making them well-suited for 
both land and water habitats. 

Toads: Masters of Adaptation 

     Toads, close relatives of frogs, are known for their warty skin and distinct calls. Unlike 
frogs, toads have drier, bumpy skin, helping them conserve moisture in drier environments. 
Toads have specialized glands behind their eyes that secrete toxins, acting as a defense 
mechanism against predators. This adaptation ensures their survival in various ecosystems. 

Salamanders: The Enigmatic Explorers 

     Salamanders, often found near freshwater habitats, are the least known but equally      
interesting members of the amphibian family. These elusive creatures have slender bodies 
and long tails, making them excellent swimmers. Some salamanders can even regenerate lost 
body parts, a unique ability in the animal kingdom. 

Amphibian Life Cycle 

All amphibians undergo a remarkable life cycle known as metamorphosis. This process        
involves a series of transformations from egg to tadpole and finally to adult. Amphibians  
typically lay their eggs in water, where they hatch into aquatic larvae called tadpoles. As 
tadpoles grow, they undergo physical changes, such as the development of legs and lungs, 
preparing them for life on land. 
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Conservation Challenges 

     Despite their incredible adaptability, amphibians face numerous challenges, including  
habitat loss, pollution, and climate change. Many amphibian species are endangered,           
emphasizing the importance of conservation efforts to protect these unique creatures and 
their ecosystems. 

Fun Facts 

     Amphibians are among the oldest vertebrates, with their ancestors dating back over 300 
million years. Their evolution provides valuable insights into the history of life on Earth. 

     In some amphibian species, the temperature during egg incubation determines the gender 
of the offspring. Warmer temperatures may result in more females, while cooler             
temperatures may lead to more males. 

     Frogs are exceptional jumpers. Some species can leap up to 20 times their body length in 
a single jump, thanks to their powerful hind legs. 

     Male frogs are known for their unique calls, which they use to attract mates. Each       
species has its own distinctive call, creating a symphony of sounds in the amphibian world. 

     The skin of some frogs secretes toxins that can be harmful or even deadly to predators. 
The golden poison dart frog, for example, carries a potent toxin that people have used to 
poison the tips of blowdarts. 

      In conclusion, amphibians are captivating creatures that play a crucial role in maintaining 
the balance of ecosystems. From the acrobatic leaps of frogs to the mysterious lifestyle of 
salamanders, each member of the amphibian family contributes to the rich tapestry of      
biodiversity. Understanding and appreciating these fascinating creatures is vital for their 
conservation and the preservation of our planet's natural wonders. 
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Amphibians 

Glossary 

Biodiversity: The variety of living things in a particular habitat. Biodiversity is like having a 

big box of crayons with many different colors! 

Dual: Having two parts or roles. Amphibians, like frogs, are dual creatures because they can 

live both in water and on land. 

Elusive: Difficult to catch or find. Some animals, like salamanders, can be elusive because 

they hide well. 

Larvae: The early stage in the life cycle of some animals, like butterflies or frogs. Tadpoles 

are the larvae of frogs. 

Metamorphosis: A change in shape and form. A frog changes from a tadpole to an adult frog. 

Potent: Very strong or powerful. Some plants have potent smells to protect themselves 

from being eaten by animals. 

Regenerate: To grow back or replace something that was lost. Certain animals, like salaman-

ders, can regenerate their tails if they lose them. 

Symphony: A beautiful musical composition. In nature, the sounds of birds singing, insects 

buzzing, and water flowing can create a symphony of sounds. 
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Amphibians 
1. Highlight the headings in the passage. 

Use the headings to locate the information to answer the following questions. 

2. Name some adaptations that toads have to help them survive in their habitat. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is one way the text says male frogs attract a mate?  ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is meant by amphibians live “dual” lives?  __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use the glossary to answer the following questions. 

5. What does potent mean?  ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does regenerate mean?  _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is the definition of elusive?  _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 


