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Microwave or Stove-Popped 
     Popcorn is a tasty treat enjoyed by many, but did you know that there are different kinds of   
popcorn and ways to enjoy them? Let's explore two popular ways: microwave popcorn and            
stove-popped popcorn. 

 

Microwave Popcorn: 

     What is it? Microwave popcorn comes in a special bag that you put in the  
microwave. When the microwave heats it up, the kernels inside pop and turn into 
yummy popcorn! 

Pros 

Quick and Easy: It's super fast! You just put the bag in the microwave and wait 
for the pops. 

Less Mess: There's no need for pots or oil, so it's less messy than stove-popped 
popcorn. 

Flavor Variety: You can find lots of flavors, like butter, cheese, or even caramel, to satisfy your 
taste buds. 

Cons 

Sometimes Unpopped Kernels: Some kernels might not pop, leaving a few crunchy surprises in the 
bag. 

Limited Control: You can't control the amount of butter or salt added because it's prepackaged. 

 

Stove-Popped Popcorn: 

     What is it? Stove-popped popcorn is made by putting kernels in a pot with oil on the stove. As the 
pot heats up, the kernels pop, and you can add your own toppings! 

Pros 

Customizable: You can add as much butter, salt, or other toppings as you like, making it just the way 
you want. 

Fun to Watch: It's exciting to see the kernels pop in the pot, and you can listen to the pops! 

Less Waste: There's no packaging, so it's more environmentally friendly. 
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Microwave or Stove-Popped 
Cons 

Takes More Time: It might take a little longer than microwave popcorn because you have to wait for 
the kernels to pop. 

More Cleanup: Using a pot means washing dishes afterward. 

 

     Both microwave and stove-popped popcorn are delicious, but they have their differences.          
Microwave popcorn is quick and easy with different flavors but might have a few unpopped kernels. 
Stove-popped popcorn allows you to customize toppings and reduces waste, but it takes more time 
and cleanup. No matter which way you choose, popcorn is always a yummy snack for movie nights or 
anytime fun! 

  

1.  What is the text structure of this passage?  (circle) 

a) cause and effect     b) problem and solution     c) description     d) sequence     e) compare and contrast  

 

2. Which statement is true about microwave popcorn? 

a. It requires pots and oil 

b. It is less messy than stove-popped popcorn 

c. It allows you to control the amount of butter and salt 

d. It comes in different flavors 

 

3.  What is a disadvantage of stove-popped popcorn? 

a. It takes more time than microwave popcorn 

b. It is less messy than microwave popcorn 

c. It allows you to control the amount of butter and salt 

d. Some kernels might not pop 

 

4. Describe one way that microwave and stove-popped popcorn are similar.  __________________________ 
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